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Leah Ashkenazi and Yechiel | Wultz with pupils of the Sefardi Talmud Torah in
the Old City, Winter 1948

Courtesy of the Wultz family
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An excerpt from the diary written by Shmuel Bazak | Courtesy of the Bazak family
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Umm al Jamal Prisoner of War Camp in TransJordan
Photographed by Motke Aharoni | Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection
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When the Jewish Quarter fighters were released from Jordanian captivity at the
beginning of March 1949, the fighters took a piece of cloth and painted the
Moriah Brigade emblem on it. When they arrived at the Mandelbaum Gate , They
attached this improvised flag to one of the trucks taking them to Jerusalem.
The flag was saved by one of the fighters, Avraham Banai, and was gifted to the

museum after his death.
From the collection of the Old Yishuv Court Museum | courtesy of Banai family
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Poster marking five years since the fall of the Old City
Courtesy of the Central Zionist Archives
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Moshe Rusnak, the commander of the Jewish Quarter in 1948, signs the document
of surrender next to Musa Al Husseini on Friday, May 28th, 1948 at 4:36 p.m

Photographer: John Phillips, Digital processing | Courtesy of the Jewish Quarter Reconstruction and Development Company
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Ruins of the Jewish Quarter, May 1948 as reflected through the photos of

an unknown Arab photographer
Courtesy of the Ammunition Hill archives
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The fighters from the Jewish Quarter in the courtyard of the Batei Mahase after their
surrender. May 28th 1948

Photographer: John Phillips | Digital processing | Courtesy of the Jewish Quarter Reconstruction and Development Company
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The order of the day, written by the commander of the Jewish Quarter on the 30th day
after its falling. The document was found in a notebook among his personal belongings
from his imprisonment in Jordan. He read the order of the day in a ceremony held in the
POW camp.

Courtesy of the Rusnak, Luria, Eitan ,and Malchi families.
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A group of prisoners in Umm al Jamal POW camp
The archives of the Old Yishuv Court Museum | Digital processing
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The POW camp in Jordan

The archives of the Old Yishuv Court Museum | Digital processing
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The "Salonikis" (prisoners who worked in the port of Tel
Aviv before the War of Independence) unloading packages

received from Israel from Red Cross trucks
The archives of the Old Yishuv Court Museum | Digital processing




THE OLD CITY TEAM, WHICH WON
THE UMM AL JAMAL CUP THIS WEEK, HEADS THE ”
LEAGUE...SHMUEL BAZAK, FALL 1948
997 WO

mawn anJd1w np’nyn YT NV NOviY
1948 1'ND ,712 Sxmw ... "DNNA" DX DIX YA

7XN’17X DIX 0M1AWi 01NN 72017010 NX13j7
70T T AW 21 XN 1IRTIN "]R]N

Group photo of the soccer team players
Old ¥ishiv Court Museum Collection | Digital processing
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The violin on which Yechiel Wultz played in captivity

for the prisoners’ pleasure
Courtesy of the Wultz family
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A calendar prepared in captivity by Rabbi Shlomo Min Hahar
Courtesy of the Min Hahar family
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Issue No. 1 of the "Hatayil”, newspaper written by the prisoners ¢ ¢
Courtesy of the Yehuda Neuman Archive in Ein Zurim and the Dov Knohl Archives for the History of Gush Etzion
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A parody of life in captivity
Written and performed by Avraham Banai

DPT'? 1112701 12000 wok ani”
0171 MRS nhYyin maon VAW 1NN
MTTTIIRD .DTPN DIIATO 00PN LMY 1w
W 121N AL, IR 1 100 DK"Y NASYIn
MWK XA DINN ™0 77TY0 W anon” (112
NN P M9 W LLWTIPT YIRA TR

"YIRT DY 11727300 WD .20 PIny?
30.8.1948 ,]117 WLP 177 1NN

"THERE WAS A PARTY LAST NIGHT; AN EXCELLENT PARTY IN ALL SENSES OF THE
WORD: A SING-ALONG; RECORDS; ORIGINAL SONGS; A SUCCESSFUL PARODY OF
THE SONG "YOU WILL WAIT FOR ME AND I WILL RETURN"; BANAI'S HUMOROUS
MATERIAL: "A LETTER FROM SA'ADIA MORI FROM UMM JAMAL TO MY DEAR WIFE
IN THE HOLY LAND... SONGS ACCOMPANIED BY MIMICRY THAT CAUSED A LOT OF
LAUGHTER... WE WERE IN FITS OF LAUGHTER... "

AHARON LIRON, 30.8.48
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The clothes bag belonging to Aharon Liron in which he hid the testimonies taken from
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the fighters during captivity
Donated by Aharon Liron | Collection of the Old Yishuv Court Museum
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"FOR THE PAST FEW DAYS, MY CLOTHES HAVE BEEN IN A BAG THAT I RECEIVED
FROM A MAN WHO IS A TAILOR BY PROFESSION. HE SHORTENED A FEW PAIRS
OF PANTS AND RECEIVED THE PIECES OF CLOTH AS PAYMENT. HE MADE ME A
BAG FROM ONE OF THESE PIECES. T EMBROIDERED A FENCED TENT ON THE
BAG. ABOVE IT, I EMBROIDERED THE WORDS, "IN CAPTIVITY IN JORDAN -
UMM AL JAMAL" AND BELOW IT - MY NAME."

AHARON LIRON 9.7.48

"DURING THE PAST FEW DAYS, I HAVE DEVOTED MOST OF MY TIME TO WRITING
THE STORY OF THE OLD CITY AND OUR CAPTIVITY. WITH THE HELP OF
FRIENDS, I AM NOW COMPLETING MY REPORT AND CLARIFYING THE TRAGIC
CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH BROUGHT ME HERE."

AHARON LIRON 26.9.48
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"THEY ARE ALLOWED TO WALK IN A YARD BORDERED WITH WHITEWASHED STONES...
THEY RECEIVED BOWLS FOR LAUNDRY AND A SMALL BOILER. WE (MEN AND WOMEN) ARE
NOT ALLOWED TO COMMUNICATE, OR TO SPEAK FROM A DISTANCE

AHARON LIRON 15.7.48
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Malka Shalit and Chava Kirschbaum, both medics, near a Red Cross vehicle upon their

release from captivity
The archives of the Old Yishuv Court Museum | Digital processing
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The boxes given to Chava Kirschbaum for her birthday A note that was smuggled with a box to Chava Kirschbaum for her birthday
courtesy of Lapidot Family Courtesy of the Lapidot family
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Suitcase made from biscuit boxes
Old Yishuv Court Museum Collection

J1T71 AW D'DM{701 ITOUAT7N AWV 171270 TN 012178

DIXAWA7 N7 1Y T
M7 NNAwn MaTxa

Photo album made from a box of biscuits in Jordanian captivity
courtesy of Lapidot family
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"FINALLY, AFTER PROMISES UPON PROMISES... TWENTY-THREE OF THE WOUNDED AND
THE ELDERLY LEAVE ON THEIR WAY HOME. ... THE FIRST TWENTY-THREE HAVE NOW
BECOME LIKE SONS TO EVERYONE. WE VISIT THEM, TALK TO THEM, SEND REGARDS TO
OTHERS THROUGH THEM... AND LOOK AT THEM AS MIRACULOUS CREATURES WHO WILL
BE SETTING FOOT ON THE SOIL OF THE HOMELAND IN JUST A FEW DAYS." (SHMUEL
BAZAK, 30.11.48)

30.11.48 D'NYXA DMWY NN
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Return of the first prisoners on November 30th, 1948 70T T 1 1 NN enn Aok | 0TI TN
The archives of the Old Yishuv Court Museum | Digital processing Return of the prisioners | The archives of the Old Yishuv Court Museum | Digital processing
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"WE ARRIVED AT THE MANDELBAUM GATE DURING THE MORNING... ALL AROUND WERE
RUINS, CRACKED AND FALLEN HOUSES... AND SUDDENLY WE SAW SOLDTERS WEARING
UNIFORMS OF THE ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES, AND AN ISRAELT MILITARY POLICEMAN
ON A MOTORCYCLE... AND THEN I GOT OUT OF THE CAR AND MET MY PARENTS; ALL OF
US WERE EMOTIONAL AND CRYING" ..@ELITZUR BEN GUR, 24.2.49
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Greeting the returning prisoners on March 3rd, 1949
The archives of the Old Yishuv Court Museum | Digital processing
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Yehoshua Cohen and Mordehai Harush returning from Jordanian captivity
Courtesy of the Cohen family | Digital processing
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Halperin was called up and appointed as governor and military commander of
the Quarter. He entered the Jewish Quarter on January 20, 1948 and within
a few days managed to completely change the situation. He organized the
lives of the residents while making wise use of the budget made available
to him. All residents were employed and received a salary according to
criteria that he established. The education system was upgraded and the
military force was strengthened by extensive recruitment of the residents.
Halperin was removed from the quarter by the British who prevented his
return. He appointed Moshe Rusnak as his replacement. Rusnak continued to
act as the district commander, relying on the stable foundation established
by Halperin and did his best to carry out the difficult role assigned to him.
Halperin continued to hold command positions in the New City until the end
of the war and tried to help the Jewish Quarter on his own initiative, while
still carrying out his other duties as well. Halperin continued his service
as an officer in the reqular army after the War of Independence, and after
his release, he worked as an educator. He completed a doctoral thesis in
the Department of Talmud at Bar Ilan University which was later published
as a book.

THE SYNAGOGUES AND THE CAPTIVITY-SIDDUR OF CHACHAM
BARUCH AMEDI
Reuven Gafni

While he was being held captive in a Jordanian POW camp, Chacham Baruch
Yitzchak Amedi wrote a complete siddur from memory, in preparation for
the High Holy-Days of 1948. This siddur would serve him and the members
of his congregation - refugees from the Jewish Quarter - in the prayers of
the High Holy-Days during their captivity. Our acquaintance with Chacham
Amedi, his leadership and activities, both in the years before the War of
Independence and after the establishment of the State of Israel, reveals
forgotten episodes of the Kurdish community in the Jewish Quarter;
Of the struggle of the refugees in the Jordanian captivity; and of the
commemoration of the Jewish Quarter and its synagogues in neighborhoods
of the new city.
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19™ IYAR: THE FORGOTTEN 'YOM YERUSHALAYIM’ OF WHEN
JERUSAELM WAS DIVIDED
Dotan Goren

Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem Day, is a national Israeli holiday and day of
remembrance that is commemorated on 28th Iyar. Yom Yerushalayim was instituted
in legislation by the Knesset in the “Jerusalem Day Law” (1998) and made it into a
national holiday to mark the unification of the city in the Six Days War (June 1967).
A significant contribution to the establishment of this day lies in the decision made
by the Israeli Chief Rabhinate on January 9th 1968 establishing the 28th Iyar as a
day of thanksgiving to God for the miracle and the liberation of Jerusalem on this
date.

However, it turns out that during the first years after the establishment of the
State of Israel, a “Yom Yerushalayim”, fundamentally different was established,
following a different decision of the Chief Rabbinate. The Rabbinate decided to
mark 19th Iyar (corresponding to May 28th 1948), the day of the fall of the Jewish
Quarter of the Old City in the War of Independence. In fact, 19th Iyar became a day
of mourning in memory of those who fell in defense of the Jewish Quarter that was
destroyed. In this article I would like to discuss the process of the establishment
of the forgotten Yom Yerushalayim and how it was manifested during the period
that the city was divided (1948-1967).
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HOPING TO SEE YOU SOON
Ora Pikel -Tzabari

On Friday, May 28, 1948, the fighters of the Jewish Quarter laid down
their weapons - only after fierce battles showing their determination and
bravery. The commander of the Jordanian Legion, Abdullah El Tel, captured
341 prisoners, fighters, and civilians, among them youths, the elderly,
the wounded, a doctor and two medics who volunteered to accompany
the wounded prisoners to the Umm Al Jamal camp in Jordan. The article
follows the lives of the captives in Jordanian captivity mainly through
their letters and diaries. Through these letters and the excerpts from the
diaries, it is possible to trace the prisoners’ difficulties, crises, moments of
hope, concern for those left at home, and how they, the prisoners, coped
- against all odds.

AVRAHAM HALPERIN
Moshe Erenvald

Avraham Halperin was recruited to the Haganah in 1935, and as part of his
training he underwent a squad commanders’ course and an officers’ training
course. Between the years 1943-1945, he served as the commander of the
0ld City and got to know its residents and the area extremely well.

After the outbreak of hostilities after the United Nation’s decision to
divide the land, the Jewish Quarter was gradually cut off from the rest of
Jerusalem, which made it very difficult for the residents of the Quarter;
they began to leave for newer areas of Jerusalem to the point that there
was fear that the Old City would be emptied of Jews. The Jewish Quarter
was reinforced with more Haganah and Etzel fighters for its protection,
but they had difficulty controlling the state of affairs due to their lack of
familiarity with the area and the character of its residents.
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